Closing Thoughts
One common source. . .
80 “Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture, then, are bound closely together, and
communicate one with the other. For both of them, flowing out from the same divine
well-spring, come together in some fashion to form one thing, and move towards the
same goal.”40 Each of them makes present and fruitful in the Church the mystery of
Christ, who promised to remain with his own “always, to the close of the age”.41
. . . two distinct modes of transmission
81 “Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of
the Holy Spirit.”42
“And [Holy] Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted
to the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. It transmits it to the successors of
the apostles so that, enlightened by the Spirit of truth, they may faithfully preserve,
expound and spread it abroad by their preaching.”43
82 As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and interpretation of Revelation is
entrusted, “does not derive her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures
alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honoured with equal
sentiments of devotion and reverence.”44
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“Each of them makes present and fruitful in the Church the mystery of Christ…”
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“Yet even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made completely explicit; it remains for
Christian faith gradually to grasp its full significance over the course of the centuries.”
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Last us end with some excerpts from the Rite of Reception of Baptized Christians into
the Full Communion of the Catholic Church:
441 In the following or similar words the celebrant invites the candidates for reception,
along with their sponsors, to come into the sanctuary and before the community to make
a profession of faith.
N and N, of your own free will you have asked to be received into the full communion of
the Catholic Church. You have made your decision after careful thought under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. I now invite you to come forward with your sponsors and in
the presence of this community to profess the Catholic faith. In this faith you will be one
with us for the first time at the Eucharistic table of the Lord Jesus, the sign of the
Church’s unity.
442 The Celebrant asks the candidates to make the following profession of faith. The
candidates say:
I believe and profess all that the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches, and proclaims to
be revealed by God.
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The Renewal of Baptismal Promises
V. Do you reject Satan?
R. I do.
V. And all his works?
R. I do.
V. And all his empty promises?
R. I do.
V. Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth?
R. I do.
V. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was born of the Virgin Mary
was crucified, died, and was buried,
rose from the dead,
and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?
R. I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting?
R. I do.
V. God, the all-powerful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us a new birth by water and
the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins. May he also keep us faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ
for ever and ever.
R. Amen.
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